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“Bridge and Tunnel,” Malverne native Jason Michael Brescia’s drama about a group of twentysomethings’ struggle to cope with their transition to adulthood while
living with their parents on Long Island is among the ﬁlm festival’s prestigious opening night selections on July 11.

COURTESY BRIDGE AND TUNNEL FILM LLC

By Karen Bloom

The historic Bellmore Movies is rolling out the red carpet once again for 17th installment of the Long Island International Film Exp
(http://www.longislandfilm.com)o (http://www.longislandfilm.com) (LIIFE), which opens on Wednesday, July 9.
The festival, now firmly established as a major summer event in the region, runs through July 17. It is highly regarded both among film
industry insiders and the movie-watching public as a vital showcase for independent filmmakers, representing all genres of movie making
from around the world. Its international appeal also has a distinctly local flavor: 37 of the 158 films being screened are produced by
filmmakers from Nassau and Suffolk Counties.
This year’s slate of films is especially strong, according to Debra Markowitz, director of Nassau County’s Film Office, a result of LIIFE being
honored by MovieMaker Magazine as one of the “25 coolest film festivals in the world.”
“That was such a great honor for us,” says Markowitz, who is also executive director of the Long Island Film/TV Foundation, which presents
the Long Island International Film Expo. “And as a result, we were swamped with movies this year. We ended up with 500 selections to choose
from. It really is pretty impressive for our film festival.”
Many of these entries have a Long Island connection, highlighting the region’s continuing appeal. “The state of our film industry is great,”
Markowitz says. “So many shows [and films] want to film here. The list keeps growing.”
“What makes LIIFE such an important film festival is not only that we bring short and feature-length independent films to the public, but also
that LIIFE has evolved into a network for the growing film community. Filmmakers come from all over, returning year after year, meeting old
friends and finding new contacts, and to take advantage of our many panels. They are greeted warmly and find other filmmakers with whom to
develop projects. Many lasting connections are made every year. “
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Sid Tanenbaum, who lived in Woodmere and owned a metal-stamping shop in
Far Rockaway, where he was known more for his charitable ways than his twohanded set shot, has been honored for the past 30 years with a basketball
tournament that raises scholarship money for students in the Five Towns.
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John Scalesi, of Bellmore, recently served as a volunteer at the Republican
National Convention in Cleveland, at which Donald Trump received the GOP
nomination for president.
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