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The acclaimed 15-minute movie short “The Bag” premiered at the 18th annual Long Island Life International Film Expo at the Bellmore Movies in July 2015. Honored
for the ﬁlm were its director and writer, Robert Synder, and editor, Philip Synder. Above were, from left, Bellmore Movies owner Anne Stampfel, Town of Hempstead
Councilwoman Erin King Sweeney, the Snyders, Nassau County Film Ofﬁce Director Debra Markowitz and Bellmore Movies owner Henry Stampfel.

By Alex Boyd

In 1908, Theodore Roosevelt was president, Oklahoma had just become the 46th state, Henry Ford finished his first Model T, and the Bellmore
Movies was built. The single-screen silent film and Vaudeville house was raised on Pettit Ave opposite the Bellmore train station. Inside the
theater, the audience sat atop a wooden floor that extended from the edge of the stage to the main doors, and rattled when a train passed by.
Today the Movies is the oldest continuously running and last remaining single-screen movie theater on Long Island. It is owned by Henry and
Anne Stampfel, and houses one of Long Island’s largest film festivals.
The Long Island International Film Expo is annually held at the Movies. The 19th annual festival will run July 13 to 21 and will feature an
array of works by filmmakers from across Long Island and beyond. MovieMaker magazine rated it as one of the 25 coolest film festivals in the
world.
A movie family
Though they didn’t always plan on owning theaters, the Stampfels have the movie business in their blood, dating back to Henry’s father’s
teenage years working in a Brooklyn candy store.
“His father had a projector,” Anne explained. “A little tiny eight millimeter projector or 16, and he would charge his friends in the back of the
candy store and he would show movies.”

Henry’s father rode the train on weekends to meet a Brooklyn girl who had moved to Amityville for a date at the Movies. She would later
become his wife. They never would have believed their son would later own the theater, said Anne.
Anne’s mother, also of Brooklyn, worked as an usherette in Queens. She wore a pillbox hat and striped pants to work, which Anne
affectionately called her “monkey suit.”
Henry, a Seaford native, wore the “monkey suit” too during his first job at the Wantagh Theater before joining the Projectionist’s Union.
Anne worked as a secretary during the day for a film booker, and took the graveyard shift at her local Oceanside Theater for gas money. That’s
when she met Henry, who was working at Oceanside as a projectionist.
The theater business
In 1985, Henry and Anne were married with children, and were still working in theaters. When the then-Park Avenue Theater in Long Beach
went up for sale, they decided to turn their theater jobs into a career.
“Let’s do it for ourselves,” Anne recalled. “Why are we doing it for other people?”
The following year, the Movies went on the market, and the Stampfels bought their second theater. It was almost 80 years old, and there was
plenty of work to be done. The Stampfels ripped out the old seats and the wood, graded down and cemented the floors, built staircases up to
the stage, hung red draperies on the walls, set up side stage lights, and installed new seating.
“It’s a labor of love,” Henry said. “It’s what we knew how to do, run movies.”
The Stampfels acquired and expanded several theaters over the next few years, including the Malverne Cinema 4, the Oceanside Theater, and
a multiplex in Hempstead, adding a screen to the Park Avenue Theater and three to Malverne. Though they eventually sold Oceanside,
Hempstead and Park Avenue, they held on to the Movies, and it always remained a single screen.
“We had drawings drawn up to make it a triplex or to make it a twin,” Anne recounted. “But you know we do love the live events.”
The ‘Itch’
With a single large theater and stage, the Movies offers the rare opportunity to view both films and live performances.
“We always like to support independent musicians and filmmakers, because I’m an independent,” Anne said. “I figure we’re in this together,
and not everything has to be Broadway and Manhattan.”
Over the years, the “Showplace” stage at the Movies has hosted everything from dance recitals to comedy shows. Recent regulars have
included the Rock Underground, Plaza Theatrical Productions and the Broadhollow Theatre Company.
“I was very intrigued by the intimate theater and the stage they have there,” said Kevin Harrington, executive producer of Plaza Theatrical
Productions. “It was the perfect fit.”
When the Stampfels had first started working in theaters in the 1970s, the nearby hamlets of Wantagh, Freeport and Merrick had several
theaters. “This theater was old then,” Henry said. “Turns out this lasted longer than all of them.”
“Old-timers, they call this place the ‘Itch,’” Anne said. “The Itch was a place you would go to scratch your itch, so to speak. There’s a few local
itches all across the country, and we’re one of them.”
Bellmore “is a really local, Main Street kind of town that really supports local businesses,” Harrington added. “They welcomed us with open
arms.”
“I hope that people continue to look back on it as they grow older and I’ll be gone, and still say, ‘I used to love that itch,’” Anne said. “I don’t
care if they still say ‘itch’ or what they call it, as long as they say it with affection.”
The festival circuit
Though the Movies is beloved for its local events throughout the year, for eight days in July, the Stampfels go international.

“In 1997 we got a call from the Long Island Film and TV Foundation,” Anne reflected. “The Nassau and Suffolk Film Offices were working
together to do a film festival.”
The Stampfels hosted the first-ever Long Island International Film Expo (LIIFE) at their Malverne Cinema 4 in 1998, screening about 40 films.
But by the mid-2000s, Malverne’s five intimate theaters were no longer big enough.
“We started selling out some of the screenings,” explained Nassau County Film Commissioner and Festival Director Debra Markowitz.
The Movies offered a 350-seat theater, and the fireman’s hall next door doubled as a “Filmmaker’s Lounge.” Now in its 19th year, LIIFE screens
120 to 150 films out of 400 to 500 submissions, spanning every genre. Submissions come from as far as Germany, France and Australia.
Since the move, LIIFE has been able to offer question-and-answer sessions, studio tours, an Academy Awards-style ceremony and panels on
topics ranging from financing films to auditioning.
Notable attendees over the years have included Steve Buscemi, Ralph Macchio, Ed Burns, Ally Sheedy and Robert Vaughn. This year Ed Asner
will be on hand to receive LIIFE’s Lifetime Achievement Award.
The Audience Awards named LIIFE one of the “Top 10 Hottest Film Festivals in the United States.”
Despite the big names and recognition, Markowitz and the Stampfels have made one thing clear: When it comes to LIIFE, the filmmakers are
the center of attention.
“The filmmakers, for that day, feel special,” Anne said. “There are all these cameras taking pictures. They’re the stars.”
“It’s not about us,” Markowitz added, “It’s about them. And I think they appreciate that.”
“A lot of these people, they make films that may take a long time to go somewhere,” Henry said. “They deserve to be promoted.”
LIIFE has now become a mainstay on the festival circuit, along with the nearby Hamptons International Film Festival and the Tribeca Film
Festival in Manhattan. For some, LIIFE has been a way to break into an extremely competitive business.
“If we were helpful at all in getting that film shown and getting it to win awards, then it’s all worth it,” Markowitz said. “I believe when you
throw good out there and you do something with integrity, you’re going to get a lot of good back.”
“By the end of it, we’re like mush,” Henry added. “We wait about a week, and then we start talking about next year.”
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Sid Tanenbaum, who lived in Woodmere and owned a metal-stamping shop in
Far Rockaway, where he was known more for his charitable ways than his twohanded set shot, has been honored for the past 30 years with a basketball
tournament that raises scholarship money for students in the Five Towns.
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John Scalesi, of Bellmore, recently served as a volunteer at the Republican National Convention in Cleveland, at which Donald Trump received
the GOP nomination for president.
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